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THE MANSE 1850
Private

ElTicott City

The Manse is a three bay wide, two bay deep three and a half story high granite
structure with a gabled roof running east-west and two brick chimneys rising out
of its east wall. A three bay wide, two bay deep two story frame and granite
(granite first floor and frame second floor) north wing springs from the north
wall whose gabled roof, running north-south, intersects with the gabled roof

of the main structure.

Fenestration is double-hung, proportionally scaled and vertically alligned
on the south front facade, decorated with projecting stone sills and flat stone
lintels.

The Manse is built into the slope of a hill so that the second floor in
front becomes the first floor from the ground in the rear. Used as a home for
the pastors of the First Presbyterian Church and their active families, stories
are told of children see-sawing out of second floor rear windows and older boys
sending signals to the girls at the Patapsco Female Institute on the adjoining
hill. The Reverend M. Grier, the Reverend Huntington, the Reverend Pittinger,
the Reverend Hooper and the Reverend Branch were early occupants of this very
much lived-in and prayed-in home.
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The Manse is a three bay wide, two bay deep, three and a half story high
granite structure with a gabled roof running east-west and two brick chimneys
rising out of its east wall. A three bay wide, two bay deep two story frame
and granite (granite first floor and frame second floor) north wing springs
from the north wall whose gabled roof running north-south intersects with the
gabled roof of the main structure.

The east wall of the south wing holds a second and third story rec-
tangular window with six-over-six 1ites, flat stone lintels and projecting
stone sills. A double attic window 1lies in the A of the gable composed of
two rectangular double-hung windows with four-over-four 1ites. A rectanqu-
lar entrance door is located in the north bay of the east wall which is
approached by a stone terrace.

Three rectangular double-hung first and second floor windows holding
six-over-six lites rest in the east wall of the stone and frame addition.
(The building is built into the slope of a hill so that the second floor
becomes the first floor.)

The grounds of the front of the house are terraced with two retaining
stone walls and approached by three wide granite steps, a brick landing and
an additional eight granite steps, which bring you to the one story high flat
roofed open front porch which is supported by three square granite pillars.
An iron railing runs along the perimeter of the porch roof creating a second
floor terrace.

The deeply set rectangular red wood south entrance door is located in
the west bay holding three lites and surmounted by a four lite transom. Two
tall rectangular south windows 1ie in the middle and east bays, holding one-
over-one lites and decorated by shutters. The windows on the second and
third floors are rectangular in shape, holding six-over-six lites, decorated
with shutters, proportionally scaled and vertically alligned. The second
floor south windows in the east and west bays have flat stone lintels and
projecting wooden sills. A central french door onto the terrace holds 4-4
lites and is decorated with a flat arched stretcher stone lintel surmounted
by a flat stone lintel. The cornice of the roof is decorated with a row of
simple brackets which give a dentil row effect.

The west wall of the house holds a first floor rectangular, double-hung
window with two-over-two lites, two second floor rectangular double-hung
windows with six-over-six lites, and a similar third floor window in the
north bay of the original old house. An attic window with four-over-four
lTites is surmounted by a wide stone lintel.

A rectangular brick gabled roof (running east-west)structure once used
as an outdoor kitchen, lies on the east side of. the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house served as a home for the pastors of the First Presbyterian
Church, now the headquarters for the Howard County Historical Society.

It was constructed in 1850 into the steep slope of a hill so that though
three and a half stories high facing Church Road, it is only two stories
high near the north wall of the original south wing. As in the case of many
buildings built into the rocky slopes of Ellicott Mills, it creates an
interesting effect. Its first floor has a front parlor and what was a small
dug out cellar. The second floor holds a second floor sitting room (pre-
viously the pastor's study), a small bedroom, once a winter kitchen, a
dining room and pantry. Three bedrooms (one a den) are located on the third
floor. Recently acquired by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hogg, Jr., the Manse has
undergone restoration and become a pleasant sunny home for its new owners.

Between the years 1881-1909, the Reverend Henry Branch lived here with
his family. Tales are told of children toppling out of the second floor
bedroom windows on to the ground due to the slope of the hill and of older
boys sending signals to the girls at the Patapsco Female Institute.

In 1910 a new Manse was built near the Courthouse and church to enable the
pastor to be more easily available for those seeking quick marriages. When
the days of quick marriages came to an end, the old Manse was once again
occupied by successive pastors until 1956 when the church outgrew its
facilities. It was then bought and restored by Dr. & Mrs. William Van Royen
and is now owned by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hogg, Jr.

(See also HO-56 First Presbyterian Church and now the Howard County
Historical Society.)
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The Manse (Presbyterian Parsonage)

3788 Church Road, Ellicott City

Martenet's Map of Howard County Maryland, 1860
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HO-57
. The Manse (Presbyterian Parsonage)

3788 Church Road, Ellicott City

Sanborn Maps
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The Manse (Presbyterian Parsonage)
3788 Church Road, Ellicott City

Tax Map 25A, Parcel 16

Ellicott City quad 1953, Photorevised 1966 and 1974
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The Manse (Presbyterian Parsonage)
3788 Church Road, Ellicott City

Photos by Jennifer K. Cosham, 11/28/2012
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